RUSKIN: "THE  SEVEN LAMPS
OF ARCHITECTURE "

A PROCLAMATION  OF THE  LAWS  OF LIFE

" Thy word is a lamp unto my feet,
And light unto my path."

PSALM cxix. 105.

" For which of you, intending to build a tower, sitteth
not down first, and counteth the cost, whether he have
sufficient to finish it? "

LUKE xiv. 28.

OUR LORD would have us sit down and
count the cost before we commit ourselves
to the building of character. Evil beclouds the
issues, and practises endless sophistry and sub-
terfuge to enlist an espousal of its cause. The
long view of life is one of the tempter's most
dreaded enemies. Christ stands in the open, con-
cealing nothing, distorting nothing. He places a
cross at the heart of His appeal for discipleship.
We are called to build, from the deep founda-
tions laid in silence within the soul, upward
through thought and purpose and deed, gathering
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